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Date         Years              Annual               Total             % of programme
                 ahead             spend                spend              budget spent
                                      (£ million)          (£ million)

2006             0                   2298                   2298                      3.7
2011             5                   1853                12,723                    20.3
2016           10                   1408                20,589                    32.8
2021           15                     892                26,010                    41.5
2026           20                     610                29,619                    47.2
2031           25                     485                32,390                    51.6 
2035           29                     436                34,218                    54.6

2129         123                                           62,714                    100

NDA annual
spend (£ million)

Extra spend for final repository

Extra spend for AGR decommissioning  

Combined NDA spend 

Year

NDA lifecycle baseline spending level 

NDA lifecycle baseline spend 2006 - 2129

DTI estimates 40% of
UK nuclear workforce
is expected to retire
within next 10 years

NDA spending halves by 2019.
Early years of the nuclear cleanup
programme likely to be most profitable
for private sector companies

Decommissioning costs
drop substantially when 
most hazardous tasks are
completed in first 20 years

Half of the NDA’s cleanup
budget will be spent by 2029
during first quarter of the 
123-year programme

Private sector competition,
contractorisation and job
redundancies drive down 
costs in the short term

Wages rise for smaller
talent pool of experienced
nuclear workers pushing
up labour costs

The UK nuclear cleanup
market shrinks by around 
5.6% each year over the
next 30 years

Extra spending on final repository
construction and AGR power station
decommissioning may slow down
market decline to around 3.7% each year

Remaining decommissioning and demolition
completed by cheaper lower skilled workers

Sources:  NDA Annual Report and Accounts 2005/6 (October 2006)
                 and NDA response to Freedom of Information Act 
                 request (15 December 2006)    

Notes: Because the cost data provided by the NDA does not take account of possible future spending increases from 
developing and building a deep geological repository and also from decommissioning of British Energy’s AGR fleet, 
it has been necessary to estimate the effect of these costs on the NDA’s longer-term spending programme.


